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How, why and when did the VWHA start?
The History of the VWHA
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Derek Knottenbelt

Hammurabi’s Code
• “If a physician of an ox or an ass (veterinary surgeon (lit.) performed a major
operation on an ass or an ox and [he] saved its life, the owner shall give to
the surgeon one-sixth of silver as his fee”
• “If [he] performed a major operation on an ox or an ass and caused its death,
he shall give to the owner of the ox or the ass, one-sixth of its value”

Historically….

WHAT HAPPENED IN 1996?
• 11 January: Space Shuttle program: STS-72 launches from the
Kennedy Space Center - start of the 74th Space Shuttle mission
and the 10th flight of 'Space Shuttle Endeavour or Endeavour’
• 29th January: President Jacques Chirac announces a "definitive
end" to French nuclear weapons testing
• 14 February : The IBM supercomputer IBM Deep Blue defeats
Garry Kasparov in chess for the first time
• 28th June: The Constitution of Ukraine is signed into law
• 3rd July » Stone of Scone is returned to Scotland
• 5th July » Dolly the sheep is the first mammal cloned from an adult
cell

In my younger years….
(only joking!)

• Wound healing has always been at the forefront of surgical (medical and
veterinary) practice ……. Until the 20th century when it was largely ignored up
to 1960 onwards but remained the “poor relation”
• Little or no funding/research effort even though it is a major aspect of
veterinary practice
•
•
•
•

“We know everything there is to know about healing”!
“I never have any problems with my surgical wounds....They are always perfect”
“So long as we get rid of infection wounds will always heal”
If a wound fails to heal, it’s the technician’s fault or the owner’s fault or the patients’
fault… it’s never anything to do with ME!

• Conception of the VWHA probably took place many hundreds or of years BC!!
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“Who done it” & “Why was it done?
• General interest in wound management medicine increased in late 80’s/90’s
• Experimental animal wounds used as the human model (long history)
• Major thrust on human scar management and prevention in human surgery

• Generally poor veterinary treatment of wounds
• Cover, Conceal, Deodorise, Dessicate or Macerate

• Dressings technology developed → active contributory dressings/measures
• Skin grafting techniques improved
• BUSTING THE MYTHS!

• Small animals heal fast… “so it does not matter what we do”
• Horses heal slowly or not at all… “ so there is no point in trying to make them heal”
• Cattle and sheep don’t matter anyway and they don’t feel pain so “who cares?”
• Honey is the answer to every wound in all circumstances
The more chemical you can apply the more likely the wound is to heal

Prof Terry Turner OBE
• Terry was co-editor of the Journal of Wound Management and a member
of the European Pharmacopoeia advisory group. In 1980 he joined the UK
government’s Committee on Dental and Surgical Materials & was actively
involved with the Welsh executive of the PSGB from its inception in 1976
until 2000. He chaired the executive between 1980 and 1981
• Founding member of committees for the European Wound Management
Association and the Veterinary Wound Healing Association

Sarah Cockbill
• “In recent years, there have been dramatic
changes in the dressing materials available for
the management of wounds. In particular,
major advances have been made in the
application of polymeric materials which
'create' a healing environment by controlling
humidity, temperature, and gaseous
concentrations as well as protecting the
wound from infection and secondary trauma”

David Lloyd
• Emeritus Professor of Veterinary Dermatology at RVC
• Continuing involvement in postgraduate teaching
• Clinical/microbiological research group in companion & farm animals
• European Specialist in Veterinary Dermatology
• former President of:
• European Society of Veterinary Dermatology
• European College of Veterinary Dermatology
• Veterinary Wound Healing Association

• One of the main drivers of the instigation of the VWHA
• Enormous experience in dressings technology and development
• School of Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical Sciences, Cardiff University
• Lecturer in law, formulation sciences, veterinary pharmacy and
wound management process and products to undergraduates
• Lectures and runs courses or workshops for students acquiring
postgraduate qualifications, Local Branches of the Royal
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain (RPSGB), the Royal
Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) and outside bodies
• Has presented papers at many national and international conferences

Manfred Keitzman
• University of Hannover
• Driving force behind the early years of the VWHA
• Speaker at several of our early congresses
• Listed as a noteworthy Pharmacologist by Marquis Who's Who… not
many of us get that honour!
• First exposure through his studies on acemanan

• Founding editor of Journal Veterinary Dermatology
• Officer of the World Association for Veterinary Dermatology
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Our first meeting was in a dark backroom in The
Beaumont Hospital in Campden in December 1995!
• We discussed the challenges that the profession faced in wound management and
the heavy resistance that there was to any sort of “change”
• David Lloyd
• Sarah Cockbill
We were in the dark …
• TERRY TURNER
in more ways than one!
• DCK
• The biggest decision was “WOULD WE MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE and WOULD WE BE
ABLE TO ENCOURAGE ENOUGH INTEREST FROM THE WIDER PROFESSION

Group of vets and medics decide…..
…… its “NOT GOOD ENOUGH”!
• Wounding of veterinary species is inevitable
• Specialist approaches for each species are required
• Each species has recognized wound healing challenges

• Surgeons MAKE wounds but often have no interest in the healing process
• IT’S NOT THE SUCCESSES THAT MATTER IN LIFE …. IT’S THE FAILURES!

• Why is there a disconnect between owners of animals and themselves
• Dog and cat owners often panic at the slightest injury to their pets
• Horse owners don’t care much … but have access to “purple spray and wound powder”
• Farmers still believe that cow dung and a plastic bag is a good healing mechanism and
on top of that they have “mastitis creams” and “purple spray”

• FIRST MEETING IN 1996 with inauguration of the VWHA

Limited literature / reference books
What were/are our objectives?
• To promote education and research into the scientific basis and the
clinical management of wounds of whatever aetiology in veterinary
species
• To establish training courses together with national and international
conferences to discuss and promote aspects of wound healing
research
• To co-operate with others in wound-related spheres to improve the
welfare of veterinary species
• To raise the standard of veterinary wound care

Former Events
• 2021 June 29th: Webinar
• 17 May 2021: Annual General Meeting
• 2020 December 15th: Webinar
• 2020 July 1st: webinar and AGM
• 2020 London United Kingdom
• 2020 May 14-15th: Veterinary Wound Healing Association conference within the EWMA congress in London,
United Kingdom
• 2019 Gothenburg Sweden
• 2019 Krakow Poland
• 2017 Amsterdam Netherlands
• Scientific meetings at intervals between 1996 and 2017

The second generation of amazing people!
• Jacintha Wilmink
• Specialist research in equine wound healing to prove that “ponies
are faster than horses”!
• Seminal papers on wound healing
• Provides ongoing specialist wound management advice and
grafting techniques
• info@woumarec.nl
• Georgie Hollis
• Driver of “intelligent wound care”!
• Wound Library: consultative advice for vets, nurses & others
• Patrick Pollock
• University of Edinburgh (RDSVS)
• Long term interest in wound management
• Dylan Gorvy
• PhD in intestinal healing and adhesions with Mark Fergusson
• Academic and clinical interest in wound management
• “ALWAYS TRY TO CLOSE THE WOUND”
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The third generation
• The current committee under Roman Braun
• A group of caring, thinking and scientific clinicians,
technicians and others leading the association
through the 20’s!

Scientific studies
• Wilmink et al.
• Gorvy et al.
• Fergusson et al
• Cochrane et al.
• Stashak et al.

• Strong connections with human scientists /medicos!

Is wound management REALLY different for
humans and animals?
1. TYPES OF INJURIES?
2. PHYSIOLOGY OF HEALING ?
3. COMPLICATIONS?
4. OUTCOMES?

Are the principles the same?

What advances have we seen in the lifespan
of the VWHA
• Massive interest in wound healing in veterinary species
• Mainly nurse / technician led

• Better realisation that “physiological care is vital”!
• “Do not put anything on a wound that you would not without hesitation put in your
own eye”!

• ACTIVE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DRESSINGS
• The need to apply the appropriate dressings etc to the status of the wound

• ‘VERSAJET®’ – we need a veterinary version that is more economic to use!
• GRAFTING TECHNIQUES in all species
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Where are we now…. and what about the future?

John Hickman

• Affiliated with the EWMA in Europe
• Thanks to them for their ongoing support

• Affiliated with the VWMA in USA
• Vibrant international membership
• Need more members who care about wound management
• Veterinarians
• Technicians
• Scientists

• Need targeted research on issues we face in wound management and reconstruction
• Need more “industry” support for meetings and research

If you …..
• Are a veterinarian in practice….
• Are a surgeon who makes & closes wounds….
• A practitioner who repairs wounds (skin, bone, gut ,muscle , nerves, blood
vessels etc. etc.)…..
• A technician who manages wound cases …
• A scientist who cares about the welfare of our patients or who is interested in
any aspect of the physiological or pathological processes of healing and repair

When life seems tough ….
• There are usually ways of making good things happen….
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